11th grade English Syllabus

Mrs. Kelly Cone

American Literature: 

Transcendentalist Period:

Throughout this course, I have chosen to focus on what is considered to be the most exciting and influential time in the US literary history- the Transcendentalist Period from 1820-1860. For years, America had been obsessed with breaking free from the European mold in order to establish a true American identity. This goal was finally realized with writers such as Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, Melville, Dickinson, Hawthorne, Douglass, and Stowe. By studying this time period, we can gain a better understanding of the drastic revolutionary changes that occurred to make America what it is today.  

Reading:

Novels For the Remainder of the Fall Semester:

“The Raven”, “The Fall of the House of Usher”, “The Cask of Amontillado”, and “Ligeia”, by Edgar Allen Poe

The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Reading is, in my opinion, the very essence of what it means to study English. By studying those who have mastered the art of story-telling, we discover not only their particular style and genius, but also participate in their unique view of the world. Reading allows one to enter into another’s mind because very few writers, if any, have been able to create something disconnected from their own thoughts and feelings. Therefore, every work of literature must not only be understood for what is going on within the plot, but also by what was happening within the writer as he created it.

In turn, every good work of literature should affect the reader, causing emotions, thoughts, and opinions to well up from the deepest places in their minds. Without this interaction between writer and reader, stories are just dead words on a page.

Writing:

How you can present yourself through the written word is as important as the clothes you wear. Writing is how you communicate who you are on the inside. Those who cannot write have very few ways to distinguish themselves from the billions of other people on this planet. 

Since there are only 3 weeks left to the fall semester, I will not expect a paper. What we will be doing, however, is an online blog discussion of the works we are reading. Each student will be required to post at least 2 observations and 2 argumentative responses to another classmate’s observations. There will be a handout issued later with specific details.

Starting next semester, we will continue with the online discussions while also participating with in-class experimentation writing. We will try our hands at different kinds of poetry, short stories, character sketches, and journal entries. Through continuous immersion in the art of expression, we will gradually move towards writing an argumentative thesis paper during the spring. 

Grammar:
I know most of you would rather move to Hawaii with a giant, ugly and disfigured Visigoth than study nouns and verbs, but a knowledge of these things will make a huge impact on how you can accurately and professionally present yourself in today’s modern society. As an employer, how would you respond to someone handing you a resume filled with grammatical mistakes a fifth grader could have avoided? Chances are not even an outstanding interview will convince him of your competence for the job (unless he loves hiring fifth graders!) 
Grading:
As much as I would like to, I am not allowed to hand out A’s that are not earned. By this, I do not mean that one has to be the smartest kid in the class to earn an A. Not everyone started this year with the same abilities in every area, so it would stupid of me to assume that I can grade everyone based on results alone. 

What I can grade on, however, is effort. No matter what one’s level is, everyone can try their very best to meet deadlines and to complete the work. Effort, or the lack thereof, is also an easy thing to detect. If I know you are not giving this class an A effort, you will not receive an A. Much of the grade will be based on participation. No mercy is given for those who do not participate because they were “getting a soda” for 20 min.

That being said, try hard and any grade is possible!

Tests:

I do not personally believe that paper tests are a way to accurately assess one’s knowledge of literature and writing. Therefore, I will not be giving any. What I will be giving is an oral quiz to each student individually, so that he or she may prove their knowledge and understanding of each book read. 

Breakdown:


Novel Completion: 25% (one book per grading period)


Novel Discussion: 25% (one verbal test per grading period)

In-Class Writing Assignments: 10% (this includes keeping a comprehensive journal of all that goes on in class)


At-Home Writing Corrections: 10%


Online Blog Writing: 10%


Grammar Participation and Worksheets: 10%


Teacher’s Discretion: 10%







